
In 2075, a ten-year-old girl, Iris, witnesses a mysterious boy in 
a rainbow suit falling from the sky. It’s Arco. He comes from an 
idyllic far future where time travel is possible. Iris shelters him 
and will do whatever it takes to help him return to his time.

ARCO
Directed by UGO BIENVENU
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DISCUSSION POINTS
A discussion about the film can naturally follow the screening. Here are 
some questions that might spark conversation, if needed:

	☻ The story of this film is set in the future. What differences did you 
notice between Iris’s world in 2075 and Arco’s world, which exists in 
a far more distant time? What did you like, and what did you dislike 
about each of the two worlds?

	☻ Why do you think the director decided to draw Arco’s suit as a 
rainbow? Do you think there’s a message he wants us to take from 
that?

	☻ If you could visit the future, what would you hope to see? (if you like 
to draw, feel free to do it!)

	☻ Can you list some of the ways our society harms nature and 
influences our future? What changes could we make in our everyday 
lives to help reverse this? Are you or your friends and family already 
doing any of these things?

	☻ Iris and her brother are cared for by a robot. What do you think of 
Mikki, the robot? How do you think technology will impact our world?

	☻ Why do you think the girls’ parents appear as holograms in the first 
part of the film?

	☻ How did the film’s animation style make you feel? Do you think it suited 
the story? What did you notice about the colours, music, or sound?

	☻ Which part of the film stood out to you the most, and why? 

YOUR VOTE COUNTS!
The European Young Audience Award is a category 
of the European Film Awards that celebrates three 
outstanding European films for young viewers aged 
12 and over. For two months, young people across 
Europe watch the nominated films and act as jurors, 
voting for the winner.

The films are presented through cinema screenings,
online via europeanfilmclub.com, 
interactive Watch Parties,  
and a Concluding Jury Event  
on Saturday 17 January 2026,  
the day of the European Film 
Awards ceremony.

Follow the livestream  
starting at 18 CET!

europeanfilmawards.eu

DID YOU KNOW? 
	☻ The names Arco and Iris come from arcoíris, 

which means “rainbow” in Spanish. The director 
and illustrator Ugo Bienvenu grew up in Mexico 
and Guatemala before moving to France.

	☻ This is the first animated feature film directed 
by Ugo Bienvenu, who is known for his graphic 
novels, short films, and music videos. He also 
co-created the miniseries ANT-MAN for Marvel.

	☻ ARCO is co-produced by Natalie Portman and 
features the voices of actors such as Alma 
Jodorowsky, Louis Garrel, Swann Arlaud, Vincent 
Macaigne, among others. 

BEHIND THE SCENES
The idea for the film started during the Covid-19 pandemic, when Ugo 
Bienvenu was reflecting on hope and wanted to create something 
for children that felt optimistic. “One day, like he fell from the sky, a 
character took shape under my fingers on the page of my notebook, 
a rainbow child appeared,” he says.

The film is made using 2D animation and involves a lot of hand-
crafted work: detailed drawings, storyboards, and an art book 
showing how sketches evolved into full scenes. 3D technology was 
then used to make the process faster and more efficient.

Animation projects are usually expensive and involve different 
studios, but this team had an unconventional idea: to create the entire 
animation in Paris within a year, to maintain artistic control.

 SCAN TO VOTE

https://europeanfilmclub.com
https://www.europeanfilmawards.eu/award-category/european-young-audience-award/
https://eyaa2026.votemo.com

